
              Morning Worship 
   February 28, 2016 

Pastor — Allan Lane                   Organ --- Alva Lou Schottel 
Worship Leader — Tim Waters             Piano — Sharon Waters 

As you enter for worship, please silence your cell phones. 
(CCLI permit # 424692 covers all copyright song lyrics) 

Chorus # 215                  “Majesty”                     Tim/People 
  

Worship Prayer                                                    Allan Lane 
  

Welcome and Fellowship                                    Allan/People 
  

Hymn # 333   “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”    Tim/People  
  

Offering Prayer                                                  Bill Schottel 
  

Tithes and Offerings                                                  People 
  

Offering Music                                               Sharon Waters 
  

Missions Moment        "The Next Step”  
  

Chorus # 192         "Soon and Very Soon”            Tim/People 
  

Anthem              “Signed, Sealed, Delivered”           Worship Choir                                               
  

Hymn # 181                "No, Not One”                  Tim/People 
  

Hymn # 182   “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”   Tim/People 
  

Children's Worship                            
  

Scripture Reading                                             Allan/People 
  

Message                                                              Allan Lane 
  

Hymn # 310  "Out of My Bondage, Sorrow and Night”   Tim/People 
  

Prayer Concerns                                                Allan/People 
  

Chorus of # 567         “Share His Love”                Tim/People 
  
  

 

 

 

 
What About Suffering? 

Romans 8:18-27 

     Whether we like to admit it or not, we all physically weaken as we age.  None of us 

can do what we once did when we were in our 20s, 30s, 40s, and perhaps even 50s.  



     C. S. Lewis:  “God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but 
shouts in our pains:  it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.”  The idea is that God 

gets our attention very well when we're in pain or are experience troubles and 
suffering in this life.  When things are going well, we don't pay much attention to Him. 

Introduction:  Religious Perspectives 
     As we examine alternative views of the other major world religions our purpose is 

not to disprove or even critique them, nor do I claim to have an in-depth 
understanding of any of them.  My purpose is to unpack them a little so as to illustrate 
the differences. 

Hinduism – Suffering is a  balance  . 
     So to begin, Hinduism has a clear and comprehensive answer to the question of 

Suffering.  All events are sincerely regarded as a result of karma.  For example, a 
Hindu family that has lost a baby sincerely believes that they are reaping the 

consequence of actions either of this life or a previous one as a result of karma.  
Similarly, if you pass a beggar on the street, you shouldn’t feel compassion but you 
should see someone who is reaping the consequence of his or her karma.  Suffering, 

therefore is not seen as an inversion of the Creator’s purpose, but a divine kind of 
balance. 

Buddhism – Suffering is an  illusion  . 
     Buddhism, on the other hand, rose out directly from this question of Suffering.  
Buddhism originally was a quest for how to solve the problem of suffering, and the 

answer was rigorous meditation.  From that meditation, comes the realization that 
suffering is an illusion and that Suffering arises from desire.  For example, when a 

child’s father dies, the pain is not loss for the father, but because of the child’s desire 
for a father’s affection.  The suffering of a beggar is not about poverty, but the 

beggar’s desire for a better life.  If a child can remove their desire for the father’s life, 
the suffering will be reduced.  Therefore, to extinguish suffering, one must completely 
remove all desire.  The whole of Buddhism is about this problem. 

Islam – Suffering is never  questioned  . 
     The Muslim world view states that suffering is not bad or evil – all events are 

thought of as determined by the will of God, the finger of Allah, the cause of all 
causes.  Every time a baby dies, a car crashes, someone is murdered, it is the finger 
of Allah.  They teach that Allah moves all things, but is he moved by nothing.  If you 

were to ask why, why does Allah do that?  The answer comes straight back, He is 
Unknowable and Unquestionable – it is a blasphemy to even ask that question.  For in 

Islam, you are resigning yourself to the will of Allah.  The very word Islam, in Arabic, 
means Submission, to the will of Allah; and the very act of questioning God is quite 

clearly a refusal to submit your will to the will of Allah. 

Atheism – Suffering is  natural  . 
     For the great religion of the Western world, Atheism, suffering is a result of the 

sheer natural forces of the world.  There’s no purpose or grand unfolding of history, it 
is just natural.  Richard Dawkins is perhaps their best spokesman.  “In a universe of 

blind physical forces and genetic replication, some people are going to get hurt, other 
people are going to get lucky, and you won’t find any rhyme or reason in it, nor any 
justice.  The universe that we observe has precisely the properties we should expect.  

There is no design, no purpose, no evil and no good, nothing but blind, pitiless 
indifference.  DNA neither knows nor cares.  DNA just is.  And we dance to its music."  

Try telling that to a family who has just lost their child or a Holocaust survivor. 

Judaism and Christianity – Suffering is the result of  sin  . 



     A Hindu can’t care about suffering, a Buddhist deals with pain by convincing 
themselves that pain is a phantom, denying it’s there, a Muslim must not and cannot 

know why God is doing what he is doing and the atheist?  He is just in the wrong place 
at the wrong time.  What about Christianity? 

     God tells Adam in Genesis 3:19, the consequence of his sin:  “By the sweat of your 
brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground (the ground which God just 
cursed) since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return." 

     The Bible does not shy away from the fact.  It acknowledges the link between sin 
and suffering, but not in a karmic sort of way, where if I commit a specific sin, God will 

send a specific punishment.  It is important to note that the connection between sin 
and suffering is at the general level.  We cannot draw a specific link between 
someone’s suffering and someone’s sin.  In fact, we even get a snapshot of just such a 

conversation in the gospel of John.  The disciples were waling along and come across a 
man who had been blind from birth.  “Who sinned”, they asked, “this man, or his 

parents?”  "Neither," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the work of God might be 
displayed in his life.”  So someone who dies in a car crash isn’t anymore sinful than I 
am.  Their tragic death is just a symptom of a sinful, fallen world.  Instead, the Bible 

speaks of the world being frustrated in its bondage; that it is literally rotting away.  
Romans 8 tells us that the whole world groans, waiting to be freed from the bondage 

to sin and death and suffering.  If you are in the world, you are under its bondage to 
decay.  Every time we feel pain, we are reminded that this world is not how it should 

be.  Death is not right, pain is not right.  The world groans.  The world hates suffering.  
People rightfully hate suffering.  Well God too, hates suffering.  
 

1) We   recognize    suffering as a part of this world.  Verses 18-23 
     Once when comedian Bob Hope received a major award he responded, "I don't 

deserve this, but then I have arthritis and I don't deserve that either."  
     He may have just because of his age.  What do you have that you feel you don’t 
deserve?  Or what have you experienced that is negative that you feel you don’t 

deserve?  We all have these things in our lives.  Why?  Because we’ve a part of the 
human race and as humans, we are aging and decaying.  And so is this world, in case 

you haven’t noticed. 
     Author, Chip Brogden wrote:  “It is not a question of God allowing or not allowing 

things (suffering) to happen.  It is part of living.  Some things we do to ourselves, 
other things we do to each other.  Our Father knows about every bird that falls to the 
ground, but He does not always prevent it from falling.  What are we to learn from 

this?  That our response to what happens is more important than what happens.  Here 
is a mystery:  one man’s experience drives him to curse God while another man’s 

identical experience drives him to bless God.  Your response to what happens is more 
important than what happens.” 
     When suffering comes our way we need to be like Job.  After losing everything he 

said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart.  The Lord gave 
and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord be praised.”  In all this, Job 

did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.” (Job 1:21-22) 
 

2) We   relish    our hope in something better.  Verses 24-25 
     There is something better waiting for us.  We have a beautiful life ahead of us and 
in some ways we have no idea how beautiful it will be. 

     The famous preacher D.L. Moody told about a Christian woman who was always 
bright, cheerful, and optimistic, even though she was confined to her room because of 



illness.  She lived in an attic apartment on the fifth floor of an old, rundown building.  
A friend decided to visit her one day and brought along another woman -- a person of 

great wealth.  Since there was no elevator, the two ladies began the long climb 
upward.  When they reached the second floor, the well-to-do woman commented, 

"What a dark and filthy place!"  Her friend replied, "It's better higher up." 
     When they arrived at the third landing, the remark was made, "Things look even 
worse here."  Again the reply, "It's better higher up."  The two women finally reached 

the attic level, where they found the bedridden saint of God.  A smile on her face 
radiated the joy that filled her heart.  Although the room was clean and flowers were 

on the window sill, the wealthy visitor could not get over the stark surroundings in 
which this woman lived.  She blurted out, "It must be very difficult for you to be here 
like this!"  Without a moment's hesitation the shut-in responded, "It's better higher 

up."  She was not looking at temporal things.  With the eye of faith fixed on the 
eternal, she had found the secret of true satisfaction and contentment.  

II Corinthians 4:16-18  
II Corinthians 5:1-5 
Philippians 3:20-21 

 

3) We     receive   help for our weakness.  Verses 26-27 
     Someone asked C.S. Lewis, "Why do the righteous suffer?"  "Why not?" he replied.  
"They're the only ones who can take it."  Perhaps we can take it better than those who 

don’t know the Lord because we have Him on our side to give us grace to endure.  We 
have the help of God’s Spirit who lives within us.  There are times when we hurt, 
suffer and don’t know how to pray, other than perhaps saying, “God, help me!”  But 

this is when God’s Spirit intercedes on our behalf to the Father.  He makes known our 
deepest pain and desires.  Then what?  Then God goes to work to help, to bless, to 

sustain and strengthen us. 
II Corinthians 12:1-10 
     He gives us His grace in what form?  One way is through the strength the Holy 

Spirit supplies. 
Ephesians 3:14-16 

 

Conclusion 
     There was a tourist who visited an orange grove where the irrigation pump had 
broken down.  The season was unusually dry and some of the trees were beginning to 
die for lack of water.  The guide giving the tour then took the man to another orchard 

where irrigation was used sparingly.  "These trees could go without rain for another 2 
weeks," he said. "You see, when they were young, the owner frequently kept water 

from them.  This hardship caused them to send their roots deeper into the soil in 
search of moisture.  Now these are the deepest-rooted trees in the area.  While others 
are being scorched by the sun, these are finding moisture at a greater depth."  

     We find our moisture, blessing, help, and strength in the Lord. If we never 
experienced any hardships or suffering we would never reach up to Him! 1- We 

recognize that suffering is a part of this world 2- We relish our hope of something 
better 3- We receive help for our weaknesses. 

Suffering Grows Deeper Roots! 
 

Rejoicing in Pain 

     Richard Stearns, the president of World Vision, visited a church in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, 

nearly a year after the devastating earthquake of 2010.  The church's building consisted of a 



tent made from white tarps and duct tape, pitched in the midst of a sprawling camp for 

thousands of people still homeless from the earthquake.  

     In the front row of that church sat six amputees ranging in age from 6 to 60.  They were 

clapping and smiling as they sang song after song and lifted their praise to God.  The worship 

was full of hope and with thanksgiving to the Lord. 

     No one was singing louder or praying more fervently than Demosi Louphine, a 32-year-old 

unemployed single mother of two.  During the earthquake, a collapsed building crushed her 

right arm and left leg.  After four days both limbs had to be amputated, but she was leading 

the choir, standing on her prosthesis and lifting her one hand high in praise to God. 

     Following the service, Stearns met Demosi and her two daughters, ages eight and ten, who 

were living in a tent just five feet tall and perhaps eight feet wide.  She had lost her job, her 

home, and two limbs, but she was deeply grateful because God spared her life on January 12, 

2010.  "He brought me back like Lazarus, giving me the gift of life," said Demosi, who believes 

she survived the devastating quake for two reasons:  to raise her girls and to serve her Lord for 

a few more years. 

     Stearns also commented:  "It makes no sense to me as an 'entitled American' who grouses 

at the smallest inconveniences like a clogged drain or a slow wi-fi connection in my home.  Yet 

here in this place, many people who had lost everything expressed nothing but praise."  Then 

he continued, "They have so much more to offer to me than I to them.  I feel pity and sadness 

for them, but it is they who might better pity me for the shallowness of my own walk with 

Christ."  

     When our hope is in the Lord, we can rejoice no matter what life throws our way.  We can 

GREATLY rejoice just like these Haitian believers.  Jesus is risen, so be glad even in times of 

pain. 

     One mentally challenged young man was heard saying, “In this life God places us in His 

oven.  In here it is hot and it hurts.  No one likes being in the oven but when life is over, and 

the bell dings, God takes us out of the oven and says, “Well done . . . good and faithful 

servant.”  Rejoice that the Son has set us free by becoming a curse for us and thereby 

removing the curse from us, by taking all our guilt on Himself thereby clearing us of guilt, and 

by "binding the Strongman" through His death, thereby setting us free from Satan's kingdom.  

That’s the power of the cross! 
  

 
 

 

 

God Bless You! 

Bro. Allan 

Opportunities  For  Service 
Living out Your Spiritual Commitment . . . and Fulfilling Christ’s Divine Plan 
Sunday, February 28, 2016 
Choir Rehearsal............ 9:00 am 
Sunday School …….….. 9:15 am 
Morning Worship……..10:30 am 
Nursery:  Volunteers as needed 
Ushers:  Larry McKahan, Bill Schottel 
                Isaac Waters, Ken Kirkpatrick 
Alternate:  Steven Buckley 
  

No Evening Worship  
  

Wednesday, March 2 
Youth Study…………....... 6:30 pm 
Prayer / Bible Study ...........6:30 pm 



Adult Choir …………… 7:30 pm 
  

Thursday, March 3 
G Team………………….6:30 pm 
  
  
  
Sunday, March 6, 2016 
Choir Rehearsal………. 9:00 am 
Sunday School …….….. 9:15 am 
Morning Worship……..10:30 am  
Nursery:  Volunteers as needed 
Ushers:  Steven Buckley, Ken Nice 
                 Don Sharp, Fred Kerns 
Alternate:        Isaac Waters 
  

No Evening Worship.....6:30 pm 
  

Monday, March 7 
Food Kitchen……………5:30 pm 
  

Tuesday, March 8 
Dr. Glen Schultz at Frederick Boulevard Baptist Church 6:30 pm 
  

Wednesday, March 9 
Prayer Warriors………….. 10:00 am 
Youth Study………….........   6:30 pm 
Prayer / Bible Study ............. 6:30 pm 
Adult Choir ....………… 7:30 pm 
  

Thursday, March 10 

R  Team………...…………...6:30 pm 
  
  

 
Up-Coming Events....... 

February 28 — Diversicare 2:30 pm 

March 6  — North American Mission Study, Noon 

March 7 — Food Kitchen 

March 8 — Dr. Glen Schultz speaking at Frederick Blvd.   

                    Baptist Church 

March 13 — Daylight Saving Time! (Please set clocks for- 

                      ward 1 hour the night of March 12.) 

March 19 — Baby Shower for Kelsey and Baby Lane 2:30 pm 

March 20 — Fellowship Dinner and Business Meeting 

                 — Food Pantry Collection Day 

March 27 — Easter 

                 — Diversicare 2:30 pm 

April 8-9 — WMU Annual Meeting @ Midwestern 

  

 



GROW Team 
Commit to GROW!  Everyone make a contact! Invite someone to Bible Study and 
Worship this week.  

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Sunday Nights 
  We will not have Sunday Evening Service here tonight.  
  

Wednesday Night Prayer  
and Bible Study  

  We will meet this Wednesday at 6:30 pm.  Prayer matters! 
  
  

St. Joseph Christian  School 
Faith Promise 2016  

Dr. Glen Schultz  
Will be sharing on 

Kingdom Education 
School: It’s More 
Than Academics 

Tuesday, March 8 at 6:30 pm 
hosted by Frederick Boulevard  

Baptist Church 
   This is a free event. All those interested from the community are invited 

to attend. 
  

Fellowship Dinner and Business Meeting  
March 20 at Noon 

  Please plan to attend and fellowship with us as we conduct the business of the 
church. 
  
  

Easter Schedule 
      Please remember that we will have breakfast at the church on Easter Morning, 
Sunday, March 27.  It will be followed by the regular Sunday morning schedule.   

North American  
Mission Study 

March 6 at noon 
immediately following the worship service with a lite lunch (main course provided—bring desserts, 

finger foods).   
  

Daylight Saving Time!  
March 13 

  Please remember to spring forward one hour the night of March 12. 
  
  
  
  

Thank You 
  
  A big thank you to my church family for the prayers, calls, love and concern during my 
surgery and since returning home. A special thank you to Bro. Allan and Ellen for the 
hospital visit. The prayers were surely felt and appreciated.   
  
  

  Betty Anslinger 
  
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

For the Record- 
Attendance: February 21, 2016 
  

Sunday School...........................50 

Visitors.......................................  0 

Total.......................................... 50 

Contacts Made.......................... 10 

Morning Worship....................... 62 

Children’s Worship…………….N/A 

January Bible Study…………… 17 

Sunday Night …………..…….. N/A 

Wednesday Night ...…………… 14 
  

Financial Record: 
  

Weekly Budget…….      $ 2,040.52 

Offering Received…      $ 1,805.35 
  

Offering Received by Mail: 

Eric and Shelly Thompson 
  

March Counting Team:. 
Bill Schottel and Mike Green 
  

March Van Driver:  
George Burgess 
   Remember to call 232-3747 
 before 8 am if you need a ride. 
  

March Member Birthdays: 
  

01...Ken Nice  
05...Sharon Yarbrough 
13...Tim Ford 
16... Don Sharp 
16... Aleana Lane 
20... Betty Campbell 
20… Lester Buck 
27... Jim Winans 
  

March Anniversaries 

  

Fred and Linda Kerns 



March 14, 1969 

  

 

Prayer Requests … 
Donna Dunn—pneumonia 
David Schottel—recovery 
Ken Nice—surgery recovery 
Kathryn Seedorf—Sharon’s mother 
Joyce Izer—pray for healing 
Alicia McKinnon—healing 
LoLeta Middleton—eye infection 
Bill Schottel—healing 
Maxine and George Ferbert 
Betty Anslinger—surgery recovery 
Sue Higgins—regain strength 
Buddy Means—Mary Sharp’s nephew 
Ellen Blanton and Lois Ulmer—   
   Elvera’s daughter & daughter-in-law 
Bill Haskins—strength 
Stacy Gray—cancer treatment 
Muriel Elder—surgery recovery 
Stella Davis and Linda Rails—Doris’  Richardson’s sisters 
Grant Schottel—advanced training 
Henrietta Caballero—Brigida’s Sister 
Austin Chalfant—Abby’s nephew 
Gary and Marilyn Singleton—health 
Bob Barquist—cancer 
Lester Buck                 Kathryn Beavers 
Louanne Laurence      Dorothy Post 
Allen Jennings            Ann Riddle 
Jim Winans                 Jozy Winans 
Nellie Reynolds           Leona Reynolds 
Kevin Duty            Kenny Duty 
Madeline Swink          Bobby Griswold 
Susan Patten                Debbie Sands 
Brenda Burgess           Judy Anderson 
Carolyn Houts             Roscoe Lane 
Keon McKahan           Dorothy Post 
Missionaries Don and Diane Combs 
Nickolay Nazaruk, Peski 2 Church 
David and Deborah Grace  
Jeanette Swackhamer—Beja People 
  

  
Our Nation and Leaders 

Our Military Service people 

Today’s Prayer Requests ... 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 
  

Our Nation and our Leaders ... 

 __________________________ 

 __________________________ 

Five More New Families… 

 __________________________ 

 __________________________ 

__________________________ 



 __________________________ 

__________________________ 


